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This Time, Innovation Goes PSYCHO! 


The cry comes from the house above the Bates 
Motel: "Oh, Mother -- blood...blood!" 

"This time,” Alfred Hitchcock's TV producer Joan 
Harrison told him, "you're going too far." 

Through special arrangement with Universal 
Studios, Innovation Publishing is adapting Alfred 
Hitchcock's PSYCHO as a full-color three-issue mini- 
series premiering for Halloween release. 

The classic 1960 motion picture, filmed in black- 
and-white, was written by Joseph Stefano from Robert 
Bloch's novel, and directed by Alfred Hitchcock. 
Dealing with a young hotel manager named Norman 
Bates, and inspiring three sequels and further Robert 
Bloch novels, Psycho starred Anthony Perkins, Janet 
Leigh, Vera Miles, and Martin Balsam. 

"Here we have a quiet little motel, tucked away 
off the main highway and, as you can see, perfectly 
harmless-looking," described Alfred Hitchcock іп a six- 
minute preview trailer. "This motel also has, as an 
adjunct, an old house -- which is, if I may say so, a little 
more sinister-looking, less innocent than the motel 
itself. 

"And in this house the most most dire, horrible 
events took place...at the top of these stairs, the second 
murder took place. She came out of the door and met 
the victim at the top. 

"Of course, in a flash there was the knife, and in 
no time the victim tumbled and fell with a horrible 
crash -- I think the back broke immediately -- and hit 
the floor. It's difficult to describe the twisting of the 
[his fingers twitch] -- well, I won't dwell on it. 

"This young man, you had to feel sorry for him. 
After all, being dominated by an almost maniacal 
woman was enough to drive anyone to the extreme 
of...well, let's go to cabin number one. Cleaned up all 
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this now -- big difference. You should have seen the 
blood. 

"The whole place was...too horrible to describe. 
Dreadful. The murderer, you see, crept in here very 
silently, there was no sound, and, uh...." 

Alfred Hitchcock's PSYCHO is being adapted by 
Matt Thompson and Felipe Echevarria, and fully 
painted by Felipe Echevarria, who also provides the 
covers. 

Psycho is perhaps the best of the horror films; the 
violence was all in quick cuts, there was no gore, and it 
dealt with mystery and psychological horror. None of 
the sequels really measured up to that level, for 
whatever my opinion's worth -- and, of course, the 
Janet Leigh "shower scene" is two-and-a-half minutes of 
one the most talked-about filmatic sequences of all 
time. 

The storyline is divided into three parts, just like 
the film -- the murder, the investigation, and the 
resolution. Felipe has painted the book with exacting 
likenesses, and the book look truly elegant. 

Although the film is in black-and-white, this 
comic is in color ...but it looks so good, I don't think 
anyone will complain about the "blasphemy." 

All our preliminary plans were based around 
releasing PSYCHO at Halloween as a 76-page, $6.95 
trade paperback. 

When we attended the summer trade shows, 
however, most Retailers told us they'd rather sell the 
book as a lower-priced three-issue mini-series. To 
accomodate that preference, it's now a three-issue 
monthly mini-series priced at $2.50. 

The first issue is on sale now! 


-- David Campiti 
October, 1991 
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